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MESSAGE FROM THE BRANCH CHAIRMAN

| thought that by moving into a village in the more rural part of

Leicestershire, | would adapt easily to village life. However, as we

shiver our way through dlgittm§ t he country
provided some not so enjoyable moments in trying to get out of our

drive. Hopefully, by the time your read this, the snow would have

cleared, and life will have returned to normal, and Joy, complete with

dogs, would have stopped falling over. For those who suffered badly

during the winter, you have my sympathy, and | do hope you have now

fully recovered.

The Secretary has now dealt with our annual Cash Payers saga. Of the
15 we had in our membership, we have had to return cards for 6 members who have not replied
and have subsequently been removed from the register. It is a pity, and unfortunately such losses
happen annually. There was no response from the membership for the 4 vacancies that were
available with the National Branches DistrictCo mmi t t ee. | have therefore Avolu
and have becpmeda member . For mal ratification (i f yol
role) will be required at our next AGM. Please remember that committee posts in whatever
Branch require the candidate to be proposed and seconded, and produce a short CV. There are
still vacancies with both our Branch and also at National level.

It is still hoped to have a summer function, and Chicksands still appears to be the favourite
location. The Secretary now has a contact there, and will do her best to achieve a result. It will,
though, require your support to make it work. Interested parties should contact Joy soonest.

The location of the AGM this year will be another change, but back to a venue we have used
before. Information will be published in more detail in the next Newsletter, but please put into your
dairies Saturday 13 November 2010 at the Field Head Hotel and Restaurant, Markfield,
Leicestershire, just off junction 22 of the M1. Sunday Lunch after our Service of Remembrance
will be at the Burleigh Court, Loughborough University campus. The change has occurred
because of the disappointment of some members over the cost and poor standard of the Buffet at
Burleigh Court in 2009. This venue has also increased the hire of the room by 100% for this year!

Both the Secretary and | will do our best to ensure that your Annual General Meeting and

Remembrance Weekend provide a pleasant social atmosphere at a reasonable cost. We do try

hard, but as the sayinggoesiiyou can pl ease some people some of the
al | of the timeo. Pl ease continue to support and att e
year.

The National Branches District continues to thrive, and Carolyn Garner, the Secretary, has
regularly provided support and advice. Without doubt her appointment has proved to be a
valuable contact at Headquarters.

The Secretary has now attended a Branch Management course and | accompanied her, using the
course as a refresher for myself. The venue was the NMA over the weekend of 27/28 Feb 10. We
al so took the opportunity to tour the site and visit
little ATLCO which we hope will still conmds.nue to be
I f not, then | may need to coerce some Committee memt

Take care everyone, and | look forward to seeing you at some point during the year.

BOB WHITE

Chairman
bentleywhite @supernet.com
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SECRETARYO®GS CORNER

Foll owing my elevation to the #Aafull tiom
AGM, | have now attended the Branch Management course. This

course, run by the Legion was held at the NMA over the weekend

of 27/28 February 2010. | learnt a lot, and it gave me a better

understanding of the role of a Branch Secretary, and of the Legion

in general. The NMA , due to recent weather, was not at its best,

and our own AYO0O s elylookmeter whéndspringvi | | hopef
arrives and the sun comes out!!

As your delegate, | attended the National Branches District

Conference on 13 February 2010, along with Bob. Please read

Bobds notes for details. As there were
Branch to fill the vacancies at National Branches level, Bob

Avol unt eer edod h-opted. &l Vill reguirelfornvad s c o

ratification at our AGM in November.

BRANCH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING DATE AND VENUE

Talking of the AGM, we have now arranged this for the 13" November 2010 at The Field Head

Hotel & Restaurant, Markfield, Leicestershire. We have used this venue in the past, and it is

situated just off junction 22 of the M1. Along with the Chairman | have visited the venue and the

staff were most helpful. The Charnwood Suite will be put at our disposal. All we need to finalise

are the meal arrangements, a fisit downo event or Buff
appreciated. Please look out for the final arrangements in our September issue of the Newsletter,

Whilst on the subject of meetings, | am still hopeful of organising a summer event, probably at
Chicksands, sometime in June or July. | have a contact there, so watch this space. You will,
however, have to visit our Web Site at www.garatshay.org.uk to see if this event is going ahead. |
would also appreciate input from you regarding events and locations. | am more than happy to
organise, providing | am not out of pocket!!

MEMBERSHIP

In 2006 our membership stood at 453, a healthy number. As of today the total is 417, quite a
substantial loss but only one down from November 2009. There are a number of reasons for the
losses, but it is a pity to see that the Branch has now joined the overall Legion situation of loss.
May | again request that each of us make an effort to recruit at least one new member this year
and ask them to pay by Direct Debit and to Gift Aid their subscriptions? There is still a vast
untapped source out there.

The following new members are warmly welcomed to the Branch:

Roger Courtney, John Breacker, Ken Vipod, Neil Sye, Robert Moore, Steven Lawrie, Mike Shail,
Pippa Shail, John Forter, Cameron Murray, Phil Cork, Robert Cheeseman and Mr R G Rhodes.

The following have not renewed their membership this year:

P T Sayer, T W Wood, G Robinson, P M Sessions, S A Trump, R W Davies, N J Dehavilan and
M C Wilson

LAST POST
It is with deep regret, that we have to report the passing of the following members:

Margaret Crook, Len Moore, Leslie Lewis, Maisie Holland and Dennis Cullen.
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God Bless you all, look after each other, and hopefully | will meet some of you in the Summer.
But if not please remember i 13 November 2010, our AGM.

JOY WHITE

Secretary tel 01530 834271
marilynjoywhite@hotmail.co.uk
bentleywhite@supanet.com

REMEMBRANCE WEEKEND 2009
A review by Dennis Weir

It has been the practice, indeed the tradition, for some ten years now that your branch of the
Royal British Legion gets together at Remembrance Weekend, combining its mandatory Annual
General Meeting with a social occasion in Loughborough on the Saturday, before attendance at
St Maryés church in Woodhouse yeanweRaeseenlhe ance Sunday.
numbers of those attending the service slowly grow to a point where the church can barely
accommodate us, but that is no bad thing at all, a large congregation in good voice is just what is
needed to do justice to our Remembrance traditions. Not quite so many members attend the
AGM and social get-together on the Saturday and this can be the source of some mild
disappointment and gentle frustration for your committee and for those ordinary members who do
attend, so it is hoped that this account of the weekend might promote some greater interest
amongst our 400+ membership and encourage a few more of you to attend your AGM and then
join old friends for a drink and a meal.

The first task, facing your committee, when they begin the preparations for Remembrance
Weekend, is to identify and book a suitable venue which can offer accommodation for those
travelling from outside the immediate Leicestershire area, provide a suitable room for the AGM
and then lay on the necessary food and drink for our social function. Over the years we have
tried various venues in and around Loughborough with results ranging from acceptable to
downright poor. But then again it is always easy to be wise with hindsight and every chosen hotel
has, before the event, appeared to be ideal.

This year we opted for Burleigh Court, the conference and hospitality centre of Loughborough
University. It has been used several times over the last six years or so by our friends in the
Langeleben RSA, so came to us highly recommended. That recommendation was very justified
in almost all respects. The accommodation is superb and not excessively expensive. We were
given facilities for our AGM and preceding committee meeting at a very generous price; at least
compared to other venues used in the past, and the staff were outstandingly cooperative and
helpful. On the negative side i and this might have those readers, who are also members of
Langeleben RSA, checking out their overdraft facilities i the cheapest pint of a mediocre
selection of beers was £3.50 and, very sadly, the buffet provided to us on the Saturday evening,
was not up to the standard with which the Langeleben Branch members have become familiar.
This latter fact might not have been totally the fault of the catering staff, as we were a just a tad
tardy in turning up for the buffet meal. A return to Burleigh Court should certainly be considered,
but some negotiation on the beer price might be worthwhile.

The first event of our Remembrance Weekend, if one discounts the gallon or so of beer which
those of us arriving Friday evening drink, is the committee meeting which lays the groundwork for
the ensuing AGM. Attendance at the committee meeting was almost one hundred percent, with
only Ted Raoberts not being able to attend, due to TA exercise commitments in Sennelager.

THE COMMITTEE MEETING

Thi s ypre-AGMocemmittee meeting was a fairly straightforward affair, well managed by our
Chairman, Bob White, supported by our Secretary, Joy White i what a happy and convenient
coincidence.
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From L-R: Nick Berry, David Whimpenny, Pete Derrick, Joy White, John Neal, Bob White,
John Farrell, Dave Street, Mike Frankish
(Behind the camera i Dennis Weir)

— | Bob and Joy White, supported by Pete Derrick, discuss
the weighty business of the committee, with well considered
contributions from our Vice-Chairman, Dave Street.

The committee always aims to conclude its business by 1300, in order to have the opportunity to

order to have the opportunity to grab a sandwich lunch before the AGM begins at 1400. That

pl an worked super bl ybrtiheifse dySe eadneda eddpbrteBer ber gh Court st
up with exactly what was required in a very timely manner.

THE AGM

The weekendds pr oedortdthenAGR which emvenetbat1400. Having
formally opened the meeting in the traditional manner by citing the Act of Remembrance,

our President, David Whimpenny brought us up to date with what is currently happening, as far
as British Forces are concerned, around the world.



SOCIAL EVENING

The for mal business of the AGM over, the attendees t ¢
for the social gathering in the evening. We had requested and been given a private room with

TV, so that we, as RBL members, could enjoy the Festival of Remembrance at the Royal Albert

Hall, whilst enjoying a buffet supper. This was the first year that we had trialled that idea, having

had more formal sit-down meals in previous years. The panel is still out on whether this change

of format was successful and it is likely to be the subject of constructive debate at future

committee meetings. But that is what democracy is all about !

Peter Merritt, Angelika Neal and Stevie Boyle
enjoy a joke in the evening

The attendees, including our
Russian friends (how the world has
changed!), Anna and Sasha, help

themselves to the buffet
Well, whatever anyone else might have thought,

Steve Haynes obviously enjoyed the food.



