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NOTICE BOARD

At the Annual General Meeting in November 2008 the three-year tenure of some Officer and
Member posts on the Branch Committee came to an end.

It must be noted that the President is appointed by the Branch Committee, not elected at

AGM.

Bob White was elected as Branch Chairman vice John Clark on retirement
David Street was elected as Branch Vice-Chairman
John Farrell was re-elected as Hon Treasurer
John Neal was elected as Assistant Secretary/Editor Newsletter vice John Skipper on

retirement

Cathie Clark resigned from the Branch Committee

COMMITTEE
President Lt Col David Whimpenny
Chairman Bob White

Vice Chairman

Dave Street

Secretary Captain Nigel Watton
Treasurer John Farrell

Editor Newsletter John Neal
Membership John Neal

Standard Bearer Dave Foley
Chairman, Welfare Committee Pete Derrick
Members Nick Berry

Mike Frankish

Ted Roberts

Dennis Weir MBE

Joy White

TRBL HQ Has now vacated Pall Mall and is now located at 199 Borough High St, London

SE1 1AA

(Our front cover picture is from an old postcard which found on ebay. The postage stamp on
itisa 1912 24 George V penny red. Although it i s titted Woodhouse after much research it
was found to actually be of Woodhouse Eaves! It has been presented to Richard Bowers,
webmaster at www.woodhouse-eaves.co.uk Ed)




CHAIRMAN S REMARKS

It is with great pleasure, but with some trepidation, that |
produce my first contribution to the Newsletter as your
Chairman. | have provided items in the past, in my previous
roles of Secretary and Vice Chairman, but somehow this
entry appears a little more difficult to write.

After 7 years at the helm , John Clark will be a hard act to
follow. Since our formation in 1996, under the leadership of
Rod Maunder, followed by a further 5 years with Terry
Whittles, | feel, despite by background and experience,
somewhat of a new boy. Two things | can promise though,
and that is to continue to further the aims of the Legion
whilst at the same time promoting our Y service family.

My wife Joy is a member of the Committee, and having
supported me through 43 years of married life, | am
confident she will keep me on the straight and narrow . If not, there is a wealth of experience
within the Committee and the Branch, who will ensure | do not step out of line.

We, as a Branch, are different to others, in the nicest possible way. Our background is such,
that the only people, who understand our role and what we were, and are still involved in, is
ourselves. Oh! This veil of secrecy!! With that in mind, | do note that our branch membership
has remained a little stagnant. From the reunions | attend, | know there are many of our
friends and colleagues, who have not joined us, or indeed realise the benefits of Legion
membership. As a Committee we all made a pledge to recruit one new member each. May |
ask that all of you attempt this over the coming months? Our President has already achieved
this, twice over, so the pressure is now on the rest of us.

On the 14™ January, Joy and |, as your representatives, attended the National Branches
District Conference, at the new Legion Headquarters on Borough High Street. On this
occasion, due to time restraints, we were unable to tour the building, but the facilities look
tremendous. During the Conference, the new National Branches District Standard was
dedicated. It was noticeable, that the delegates to this conference appeared to be few on the
ground, so to speak, so when it came to voting, Joy and | appeared to be swapping places as
Proposer and Seconder!! It was rather lucky we were there.

One act | did managed to accomplish on your behalf, was to present John Clark with a well
deserved framed Certificate of Appreciation. Recognition of his hard work as our Chairman is
fully justified. (See picture below Ed)

In conclusion, I look forward to meeting as many of you as possible. It would be great to see
more faces at our meetings. At present this appears only to be the few who attend the AGM,
but I am sure that if members were willing, we could put together a summer social event. Your
thoughts please? In the meantime, take great care, and look after each other.

Kindest regards

bentleywhite@supanet.com (01530 834271)



SECRETARY S CORNER

It is with much regret that Nige Watton has had to stand down as Secretary for the
foreseeable future. We all hope it will not be permanent, and that Nige will resume duties at a
more convenient time for him and his family. He has performed admirably, during what has
been a particularly difficult time for him at work. We all wish him the very best.

In the meantime, and up to the next Annual General Meeting, Joy White (Committee member
and wife of our Chairman Bob), will undertake the duties of Secretary. Legion Headquarters
are aware of the change, so if you have any Branch queries, then please direct them Joy s
way.

Joy can be contacted at:  Willow Lodge , 6A Jennys Lane
Ravenstone, Nr COALVILLE
Leicestershire. LE67 2AP
Tel/Fax: 01530 834271
Mobile: 07982 977323
Email: bentleywhite@supanet.com



2009 AGM arrangements are well in hand, and brief details are notified elsewhere in this
Newsletter. It would be great to see more faces at this annual event. Equally, and to echo the
Chairman s thoughts - why do we not get together for a Social Function sometime in the
Summer? Feedback would be greatly appreciated.

Take care everyone.

REMEMBRANCE WEEKEND & AGM 2008

The venue for the weekend was the Ramada Hotel, Loughborough. The
Branch Committee meeting started at 1100 hrs on Saturday 8" November,
and was well attended.

The AGM began at 1400 hrs with 30 members present. An extract of the minutes appears
later in this newsletter.

In the evening an excellent dinner was enjoyed by all.

On Sunday 9™ November the Annual Remembrance Service was conducted by our Chaplain,
Canon Derek Buxton. A moving service, in a lovely church filled to capacity.




After the Service we were invited across the road to the new Woodhouse Village Hall for tea,
coffee and biscuits and a chat with local residents. A picture of the charming new building
appears above.

Afterwards members assembled at the Quality Hotel for lunch.

Minute s Silence

Guard of Honour

MEMBERSHIP

Since the last issue we welcome the following new members:-
Adrian Robertson John Rushton
Ed Harris Mervyn Davies
Clarke Facett Christine Whimpenny
M Tighe John Graham

(and welcome to any other new member not listed at the time of going to press Ed)



EXTRACT OF THE AGM MINUTES

I have listed some of the more important items. A full copy of the Minutes is available on
request. Ed

President s Address Lt Col Whimpenny welcomed members old and new to the AGM. He
commented that the Armed Forces and The Legion had both been in the news and had had a
busy year. He welcomed the news that the Armed Forces were once again being encouraged
to wear uniform in public. He exhorted us all to work at getting new members into the branch,
thanked all Committee members standing down this year, and congratulated John Neal on
his gold badge.

Chairman s Report  John Clark announced that after 7 years as Chairman he felt it was the
right time to stand down. He thanked all Committee mebers for their support during his time in
office, and all those who had volunteered to be a Branch Officer or Committee member.

Secretary s Report Nigel reported a dip in membership numbers onl y one of the 20 cash
paying members have so far renewed. He mentioned that he had moved jobs during the
summer, and had found that his new commitments had unfortunately overtaken his work for
the branch. He recorded his thanks to the Honour Guard for tomorrow s Service, which this
year came from the Defence School of Intelligence in Chicksands, and reservists at JISSU
(Volunteers).

Membership There has been a small decrease in our numbers down to 438. The Legion s
total membership stands at 405,000 down 5%. Some older Legion Clubs are closing, and
new larger more modern clubs are opening.

Branch Accounts John Farrell presented the Financial Report as at 30" September which
shows a very healthy closing balance of £4288.

Welfare There have been no Welfare cases this year.

Standard Bearer Our Standard will be displayed at the 2009 Langeleben Reunion in
Konigslutter.

Elections
The following were elected uinopposed:-
Chairman Bob White
Vice Chairman Dave Street

Newsletter Editor John Neal

Conference Delegates
Annual District Conference Bob & Joy White
District National Conference David & Christine Whimpenny




NOTES FROM NATIONAL BRANCHES DISTRICT

2009 has started well for the National Branches District. We now have a new National
Branch Phoenix which is a holding Branch for me mbers of the New Legion Clubs. They
are expanding quite quickly with just over 250 members at the moment. There are also some
moves afoot to bring the Gulf War Veterans Branch back into the District. At present they are
a sub-Branch of a Metropolitan District, but when they are able to reform, they will join us. It
is possible that a seventh Branch will be formed in the future, but details are very much in the
planning stages at the moment.

At the Annual Meeting of the District Conference in January, Y Services (Garats HaY), St
James and BEWSA were represented. Our representative on the Board of Trustees, Terry
Whittles, was accompanied by two other Trustees, Eddie Dixon and Keith Prichard, who are
the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Membership Council respectively.

Ralph Ashenhurst, Director of Membership and Regions, gave one of the keynote speeches
while Terry gave the other. Marielle Postill, our support officer at Haig House, was also
present.

The highlight of the day was the dedication of the new District Standard. The service was
conducted by the Rev John Bird, one of our members. The District Standard Bearer, Tony
Proctor of The Riders Branch, was unable to attend and our own Standard Bearer, Dave
Foley stood in with his usual efficiency.

At the end of the Conference, the Chairman, Bob White, presented me with a certificate of
Appreciation on my relinquishing the Branch Chairmanship after 7 years.

| attended a meeting of County and District Chairmen held at Haig House on 17 March. This
was the first time that so many Chairmen had been in Head Office at one time. Only two
Counties were not represented. Presentations were made by the National Chairman, the
Director General (DG) and various Directors.

One major announcement by the DG was the loss made on the sale of Pall Mall. Because of
the current economic situation, only £20 million was realised instead of the £33 million at first
agreed. The developers lost their deposit of some £3.5 million. Everyone is convinced that
the move to Haig House was well worth the effort, and the staff are happy with their work
environment. It has also been announced that a 6 month review into the New Legion Clubs
programme showed losses amounting to £1.8 million for the three years up to the end of
September 2009. The DG refuted the rumour that the membership structure is being
dismantled, and the National Chairman supported this.

Ralph Ashenhurst, Director of Membership and Regions (DMR) introduced some of his
managers but also said that alterations to governing Regulations 3 of The Royal Charter will
mean that applications to join the Legion will be possible over the Internet.

Hugo Phillips, Head of Membership Services and Development, reported that in the future
details would be sent out to Branches giving various options why the affiliation fee may be
increased. Any recommendations of the Membership Council would also be given.

Keith Prichard, Trustee and Vice Chairman of the Membership Council covered the Branch
Funds Initiative. He reported that 206 Branches have not registered to date and that County
and District Chairmen were requested to follow up on this matter.

Andrew Meek, Regional Manager (North), gave a talk on the Membership Review which he
chaired. No results or recommendations were given as his report is due to be presented to
the Board of Trustees in April. Andrew stated that there would be no quick fix to the
problems, and it should be considered as a 5-year plan. It should make interesting reading
when it comes out.

Russell Thompson, Director of Fundraising gave a presentation on the last year s fundraising,
and his intentions for the coming year. At the end of his speech, he informed all Chairman



that the Poppy metal badge made by Legion Industries were not supported by the Legion and
that members should not be wearing them.

Sue Freeth, Director of Welfare, covered her work over the last year and her aspirations for
the future. Despite the credit crunch, she was quick to reassure her audience that welfare
cases would not be refused, but that we must be aware that monies were not as readily
available as in the past.

The next meeting of the District Committee is on 22 April and it is hoped that representation
from more branches will be forthcoming. The participation by members from Y Services is
much appreciated.

John Clark
Chairman
National Branches District

14™ January 2009

Dedication of the new National Branches
District Standard

Bedford OLR

The Group has its own very interesting web site

at www.users.zetnet.co.uk/bedford-qlr-group



