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MESSAGE FROM THE BRANCH CHAIRMAN

CHAI RMANG6S REMARKS

| will keep my remarks brief, as little has happened during my initial period as your
Chairman. The scene, so to say, has been quiet.

There has been minimal correspondence. The most disappointing feature of the past few
months was the failure of many Cash Paying members to either continue their
membership, or refuse to opt across to the Direct Debit scheme. | can appreciate their
views, but Direct Debit does resolve a lot of administration problems. Therefore
membership levels have decreased a little, but there are still people joining, which is
encouraging. However, the expected rush of one member recruiting another has not, as
yet, materiali sed. We await the outcomeéé.

You will see that the Acting Secretary has now finalised the venue and programme for the
AGM this year. It is a new centre for us, but one that came highly recommended, with far
better facilities and food, and above all else, a little cheaper. | think you will be pleasantly
surprised with the surroundings. | appreciate that for many wives it is a little further to
travel into Loughborough for shopping, but the town is only 2 miles away and there is a
shuttle bus. Why not pamper yourselves with the Beauty Therapy treatment available at
Burleigh. Indeed, for all you fitness fanatics, there is an excellent fitness centre.

Hopefully you will read through this issue of the Newsletter and decide that the weekend of
7/9 November 2009 is a must for your attendance. After all, it is arranged for you, and
promises to be a very good event. | really do look forward to meeting as many Branch
members as possible.

In the meantime, take care and look after each other. SK SK AR AR
BOB WHITE

Chairman
bentleywhite @supanet.com

BRANCH SUMMER MEETING

Due to an apparent lack of interest, no full Branch Summer Meeting / Outing took place
this year and therefore the Committee, which needed to get together for business
purposes, met in Bedfordshire. Your Committee is more than willing to make
arrangements for full Branch Meetings at any venue, and in the past we have visited 1
amongst other venues - Bletchley Park, Digby, and even Paris (twice) for a long weekend.
Ideas. please!
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SECRETARYOS CORNER

This is my first contribution as your Acting Secretary. During my short time in post very
little has happened that has truly tested my abilities. | am sure that could happen, but with
Marielle and Carolyn at HQ, and the vast experience of the Committee, | am confident that
help will always be at hand.

You will see later in this edition that there is a change of venue for the AGM this year. At
the request of some members, the Burleigh Court Conference Centre on the
Loughborough University Campus has been booked. It has proved to be a cheaper option
than the Ramada, with better facilities and far better quality food. Those members who
attend the Langeleben reunions will know it well.

Membership went down a little with the loss of our cash paying members. Some did not
renew their membership, and others were unwilling to opt across to the Direct Debit
scheme. However, we do have people joining, albeit at a trickle, but the rush | expected
from members being asked to recruit one new member each has not materialised. | do
know there is a large untapped source out there. | attempted to use my persuasive powers
at the last Spec Opreunion.Wat ch t hi s spaceé.

| look forward to meeting as many of you as possible at the AGM. On all the previous
occasions, | have supported Bob in his various Committee posts. Now having stepped up
from a Committee member to Acting Secretary, | do wonder if | may have taken on too
much. We will wait and see.

Please attend the AGM and weekend. This is your Branch, and we really do appreciate
your support and input. The evening function promises to be very enjoyable, and a great
way to socialise. See you there.

JOY WHITE

Acting Secretary tel 01530 834271
marilynjoywhite@hotmail.co.uk
bentleywhite @supanet.com

MEMBERSHIP

Branch membership stands at 418
We welcome the following new members :- Les Hutchinson, Phil Cork, AAG Robertson, J
Whimpenny, D Middleton, and M Davies

Membersi pleased ond6t f orget to send ourSacre@gry snotothera d dr e

Departments of TRBL. We notify Head Office!!
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Summary of the Roval British Legion Annual Conference 2009

Only just over 400 Branch Del egates attended
Eastbourne, a poor turnout considering the Legion has nearly 3000 branches, many of

which can send two delegates! The appearance of only 68 County and Branch Standards

at the Opening of Conference was a further indication of the decline in interest.

The main speakers were our new National President, Lt Gen Sir John Kiszely KCB MC,
the National Chairman, Peter Cleminson, and Director General Chris Simpkins.

Charter Motions

Sever al motions to essentially o6tidy wupod the
Board of Trustees, while a branch motion to reduce the age for Youth Membership from 14
to 12 years was carried. Anotherbranchs ub mi ssi on to all ow for mer

benefit from Legion funds was lost.

Welfare and General Motions

There were few emotive issues. On the welfare side Conference urged the Trustees to

recognise the costs of Shoeboxes to personnel deployed on operations as a proper use of
Legion funds; viewed with concern 6the |l o0oss o
centralise the holding of such funds in 2003, and requested the Trustees to bring forward

the upgrading or re-building of Bennet House, a Legion Poppy Break Centre in Northern

Ireland.

Conference rejected motions to try to persuade the Board of Trustees to change the
Legionds financi al vy, gsanembershipsenema spdteenrasichto p y e ar
revert the timing of Conference to the end of May, and a move to do away with the award

of Life Membership was lost.

Llandudno was selected over Bournemouth as the venue for the 2013 Annual Conference.
For full details of the business of the 2009 Annual Conference go to:

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/membership/information-for-members/2009-annual-
conference-motions . The 2010 Conference will be held on the Isle of Man.

FESTIVAL OF REMEMBRANCE, ALBERT HALL, LONDON

Each branch of The Royal British Legion is entitled to apply for up to 4 tickets for the
national Festival of Remembrance and our branch is no exception.

Applications are welcome from members each year, to reach the Secretary by 1 August.

In the event of more applications than availability, priority will be given to attendees of the
previous year 6s AGM. A ballot wildl be hel d i
may be Box Seats, Grand Tier, Stalls, or Balcony and no guarantee can be given as to the
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location of seats made available to our branch although every effort will be made to get
them in pairs.

The administrative levy on each ticket is currently £10, an absolute bargain for this national
event attended by HM the Queen, other members of the Royal Family, and senior
politicians. It costs more to purchase tickets for the afternoon rehearsal!

To ensure your chance of a ticket please send a cheque for £10 in respect of each ticket
application to the Branch Secretary; members may apply for no more than 2 tickets each.
Cheques in respect of unsuccessful applications will be returned to members concerned.

Pl ease apply for tickets for next egheqgaal by 1 A

FUNDRAISING

JSSU (V) at RAF DIGBY

As a non-territorial branch, Y Services (Garats Hay) members have to rely on individual
initiatives to meet our obligation and objective of raising funds for the Poppy Appeal. Over
the years funds have been raised through raffles, marathon runners, auctions and
individual donations. This year once again the majority of the funds raised in our name
have come from the members of JISSU(V) which continues to support the Poppy Appeal
as its nominated charity. The annual Lincoln 10km Run and unit bar activities not only
brought in over £1000, but one of the more talented runners, Loz Hill, has stepped up to
the plate and requested a Legion place in the London Marathon 2010.

Please consider sponsoring Loz to help him through his 26 miles next April. Send
pledges, please, to the Secretary.

SKY DIVING

Branch Member Stephanie Harris jumped from a perfectly serviceable aircraft over

Netheravon in June 2009 from 13,000 feet in a tandem skydive in aid of the Poppy Appeal.
Unfortunately, due to short notice, it was not possible to contact everyone in the Branch to

ask for support and Stephanie struggled to gain the minimum sponsorship. However, it is

never to |l ate to acknowledge Stephamchequs ¢ omm
to the Secretary made payable to 6Poppy Appea

We cannot al | show the determinati on, fitness

but we can help with the Feel Good Factor! Look at the back page for pictures of people
putting the Fun into Fundraising!

LANGELEBEN REUNION

A good number of Branch members attended the Dedication of the Langeleben Memorial
in the Kindergarten Car Park this summer. Pictures of the various standards and Standard
Bearer Party and an email from John Richardson to our Chairman indicate the journey was
very worthwhile. For full details and numerous photos visit the following page on the
excellent Langy website

http://www.langeleben.co.uk/reunions/memorial 001.htm
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Hi Bob,

Now the dust has well settled over what seems to have
been a weekend to remember, | would just like to thank
you and the members of the Garat's HaY branch RBL
for allowing your Branch Standard to be paraded. Dave
Street was a worthy standard bearer, and | think he
actually enjoyed himself!

If you haven't already seen them, the masses of photos
are on our website, and of course Garat's HaY faces are
well represented among the serried ranks of the
Langeleben Branch. Funny, in our day they would run a

mile if anybody suggested drill, but now, give 'em a
band to follow and they'll march till they drop (or at least
round the town to the beer tent).

Once again, many thanks for the assistance, and one
day I'll get over for a Remembrance Day in
Loughborough. I promise!

Regards,

JR

Assistant Secretary
Langeleben Reunion Branch

MEMORY LANE

Lt Col Mike Dooley, CO of JSSU (Cyprus) is opening a small museum at Ayios Nicolaios,
hopefully this autumn. The intention is to g
the local area. To this end he has asked your Editor to assist by collecting suitable

material.

The museum will be located in a public area and photographs should reflect changes in
the local infrastructure, non-technical equipment, dress and social habits over the last 50
years. It is anticipated that photographs will be shown as slide shows on wide-screen
television sets, and to this end Peter Derrick and | have transferred a number of scanned
photographs to disk and presented it to the Project Manager, Flt Lt Tom Humphries, as a
6starter pack®qd.

The starter pack was only possible thanks to the help of Ken Kenway, Tom Neal, Rod
Maunder and Paul Friend who sent me original photographs or scans. The disk reflects
activities in the area from the mid-50s to the early 80s and has already generated
considerable interest as there are shots of everyday life in tented camps, watch towers,
Famagusta before and after the 1974 invasion, Ayia Napa as a fishing village, as well as
sports teams, squadron bars, theatre clubs et al.



So a start has been made! But there is much to do and lots of gaps to fill if the Museum is
to be a worthwhile project. Could I ask all members to search their attics, albums,
thoughts and memories and let me have your stories, (scanned) pictures and programmes
by email johnkneal@tiscali.co.uk , or send originals by post to John Neal, 2 Mayflower
Drive, Heckington, Sleaford NG34 9UX? All material will be returned to the owner where
appropriate, but if there is anything that you wish to donate to the museum (old local
newspapers, theatre programmes, dinner menus, leaflets, sketches, maps etc etc) please
indicate this when you submit the material.

FROM THE EDITOR

It is my pleasure to edit this the first Newsletter since | took over from Skip, to whom | am
most grateful for all his hard work in the past and useful advice of the present.

My first year as a Oretireeod -spemtsyoutpanden me t i m
adulthood, to find shorter routes from golf tee to green, to realise how many hours there

really are in a day, and see how many different routes | can find to my local pub! It was on

one of these lonely walks that | reflected on the changes to the local pub and club

sceneééé. .if, indeed, you are fortunate enoug

Pubs and clubs are closing nationally at the rate of 7 a day, and the current economic
climate, coupled with cheap supermarket booze and the smoking ban are all blamed for
the demise.

Very, very sad indeed to lose such valuable local facilities, we moan. But is it so sad and
how many of us will miss them? Clubs and pubs close because the market and personal
habits have changed, not as a result of perceived high prices, no-smoking, or because the
barmaid no longer listens to our tales of woe! From my own experience long working

hours and commuting, | ocal transportation pro
choicesd are the real reasons for the demise
remember using our service club or mess bar on a weekly 7 if not nightly 7 basis and are

now aware that such establishments are more often closed than open, know that the

change is not restricted to civvies.

The Legion sought to address its own problems of losing 50% of its affiliated private

members clubs i and half its membership-over the | ast 20 years by
Clubsdé6, a managed chain of modern Legion club

the struggling, original, membership-owned estate. But this has not worked even after
careful planning, resourcing, and darned hard work by the staff and management
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concerned. Consequently, and in line with charity policy, the disposal of the 9 club

properties is now going ahead to generate the best possible return on the investment.

More outdated and often poorly-managed O6original 6 Legion Clubs
consequently membership will dive to the point it may be regarded as non-viable.

As we decide to quaff our chosen beverages at home with take-outs, buy-ins or ready

meals while we sitin front of Pay TV, ourlap-t ops, or whi | e-piobowliegr ci si n
on our Wii we will see the loss of more and more pubs and clubs and the heart of many

communities will die.

Call me a grumpy old man, reluctant to change old habits, but I will continue to walk to a

pub for a pint or two of real ale, and | will do so for as long as there is a pub to go to, locals
totalkto,and I candrinkhand-pul | ed beer that is not &édsmoot h
taste of malt and hops. I still find that through the pub | make useful contacts and find out

what is going on locally. What about you i are pubs and social clubs relics of a bygone

age? Answers, please, on a beer mat to OEdO.

We sadly report the passing of Mick Green
in Germany after a long illness, bravely |
fought. Despite the considerable journey |
from Dannenberg, Mick regularly attended
and supported our Branch Remembrance

Weekend until 2008 when he could no
LAST POST longer travel.

After 22 years Royal Signals service Mick
MICK GREEN | settled just outside Dannenberg and

A 3 F e br|pecame integrated in the local community.
2009 Always around to greet friends re-uniting at
the annual Schuetzenfest - and in the fallow
years one of only a fewformer6 H6 T r ¢
sol di er s étlsrespeetad audby 6
player, comrade, and friend was
remembered by a dull housedpaying tribute
tohimmat a wake at Chel
Club this Spring.

Our thoughts are with family and friends.

BOOK CHOICE
No book choice this time, folks, but a poem written and submitted by our resident Militant Poet:




How to make a Hero

By Clive Sanders

John's parents split up when he was just four.
HisDadbroke Johnds ar m aedodithedsar.or m
His teachers decided this child to ignore.
The police kept an eye on this son of a whore,
But to that village in Bosnia, he was a hero.

The neighbours were frightened to go on his floor.
The magistrates fined him ten times or more.
The police were armed when they broke down his door,
They used maximum  forc e his arms to secure,
But to that street in Bosnia, he was a hero.

The Judge said John's crimes he had to deplore,
As he sentenced John to three years on the anoor,
And when John was released he hated the law.
He took every chance to even the score,
But to that family in Bosnia, he was a hero.

Then John joined the Army and learned to adore
That sense of belonging to the guys in his Corps.
He was posted to Bosnia  in mid -ninety -four
To fight against Serbs in the Bosnian warr,
But to those parents in Bosnia , he was a hero.

John's unit was assigned to join UNPROFOR
To protect that village from the horrors of war.
"They won't harm a hair on a head" John fore swore,
“"Let them come, let them try - they won't want for more"
But for that child in Bosnia  , John died a hero.

Clive Sanders



REMEMBRANCE WEEKEND_7"/8th NOVEMBER 2009

Not that we need reminding, but Remembrance Weekend this year is the 7"/8™
November. The Burleigh Court on Loughborough University campus has been booked.
Burleigh Court is a purpose built conference centre, including a fitness suite and beauty
treatment for those who wish to indulge. From Junction 23 of the M1, proceed on the A512
heading into Loughborough. At the first roundabout, turn right, filter into the left hand lane
and turn left. At the security hut, state you are attending Burleigh Court and follow the
signs.

The whole weekend, less the Service, will be at this venue. A deposit has been made and
the booking confirmed. The Committee meeting in the morning of the 7™ at 1100 hours will
be followed by the Annual General Meeting commencing at 1400 hours. A conference
room has been allocated for our use. The evening function will take the form of a Hot and
Cold Buffet, with dessert, commencing around 2000 hours. This will allow members
attending to hopefully enjoy the evening and socialise. A large room, together with a flat
screen TV, is provided for our convenience. It will allow us to view the Festival of
Remembrance that evening, something that many members have missed in the past. The
bar is adjacent to this room. The service at Woodhouse on the 8" will be as for previous
years, arriving at the Church for 1030 hours followed by Coffee after the service, at the
Village Hall. Parking is also in the village hall grounds. Finally, it will be back to Burleigh
Court for a Sunday Lunch Carvery commencing at around 1230 hours.

For those members who will be staying overnight at Burleigh Court, rooms are
available at a cost of £86 double and £65 single, bed and breakfast. Please contact
Reception on 01509 211515 quoting Event Reference number 82633 (Royal British
Legion).

For all weekend events, less personal accommodation requirements, a form is available at
the end of this Newsletter. Please complete and return to the Secretary by Saturday 24™
October 2009 at the latest. Nil Returns / Apologies please, where appropriate would be
appreciated by Bob and Joy.

Timetable of Events

Ser | Day Time Event Personnel Location Remarks
(@ | (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (@)
1 | Sat | 11007 1300 | Committee Meeting Committee | Burleigh Court
2 | Sat | 13007 1400 | Lunch All Bar Meals Avalil
3 | Sat | 14007 1600 | AGM All Burleigh Court
4 | Sat | 19007 1930 | Pre Dinner Drinks All Burleigh Court
5 | Sat | 2000 Buffet Dinner All Burleigh Court Raffle
6 | Sun | 1030 Remembrance Service | All St Mar yds i Coffee
afterwards in
Village Hall
7 | Sun | 1230 Carvery Lunch All Burleigh Court

1C




Please come along and make the weekend a success. If you have any questions or
comments reference the Weekend please do not hesitate to contact Joy, our Secretary, on
or at marilynjoywhite@hotmail.co.uk or bentleywhite@supanet.com

YOUR COMMITTEE

NICK BERRY

At the latest Branch Committee meeting, the idea was
put forward that a small section of the next newsletter
was put aside for introductions, so here goes. My name
is Nick Berry, the newest member of the Y Services
(Garats Hay) Branch Committee, currently serving as
the Sgn Ops Officer for 29 Sgn at RAF Coningsby.

So how does an Ops O come to be on the committee of
a Legion Branch for the SIGINT community? Well, one
of my previous tours was at RAF Digby with 591SU and
a couple of years ago at Party in the Park, | was
stopped by Dennis and askse
joining the Legion (sometHh
can relate too). Well, | thought that then was as good a
time as any, so signed up.
time with the branchanddes pi t e | ast ye
(getting married and going on det overwhelmed my
rather limited capacity) am looking forward to getting
more involved.

As | 6ve already mentioned,
Branch and with the exception of 591SU, all my other
tours have been Ops related from Lossiemouth looking
after the Tornado and Lyneham as the Sgn Ops O for
both 47 Sgn & LXX Sqgn, to the Air Warfare Centre at
RAF Cranwell teaching Air
done my fair share of overseas dets, atthelast ¢ o u
donellfulldetsorlong-t er m t asks (angdg
swap banter with those Por
forcendosathers are real det @
few years to go (unless someone sees fit to promote

me), so hopefully | can bring a slightly different outlook

to committee meetings.

Well , thatds enough for ngqg
thanks for allowing this young upstart the chance to
introduce himself and I look forward to meeting many
more of you at the next AGM on the Remembrance
weekend.

11
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ELECTIONS OF BRANCH OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS

As agreed and stated in our Branch Bye-Laws, the Branch membership elects members to
the position of Branch Officer or Committee member for a term of 1, 2 or 3 years.

Due to resignations and other factors there may be a number of vacancies for Branch
Officers and Committee members each year that require the Branch to go though an
election process at AGM.

This year the Branch has the following position to be filled:

Branch Secretary. This post is currently held by Joy White, who was appointed by the
Committee until the next election following the resignation of Nigel Watton. Joy has
advised the Committee that she is willing to stand but the position is open to all members.
If you are interested in volunteering, or proposing someone, for this position please
complete the form overleaf and send it to the Acting Secretary. Please note that if you are
offering yourself as a candidate for the post you must include the details of a proposer.

If you have any questions regarding the above or of the duties of a Branch Officer /
Committee member, please do not hesitate to contact the person currently in post.

A full list of candidates will be posted on the Website Notice Board

If you do not have access to the Web but would like a printed copy of the final list,
please contact the Acting Secretary.

APPLICATION FOR SEESHRGTHIN ' 4
COMMITTEE POST [ Ve R i e

Ly e Membership Number..,........................ , Wish to propose* / to
be considered* for the position of Branch Secretary on the "Y' Services (Garats HaY)
Branch Committee:

Name and Membership Number of Candidate................uuueiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee e
Proposer Name and Membership NUMDEr ...
Seconder Name and Membership NUMbDEr............oooi
*Delete as appropriate

Please submit this form to the Acting Secretary

12



REMEMBRANCE WEEKEND 7/8 NOVEMBER 2009
PLEASE RETURN BY SATURDAY 24" OCTOBER 2009 LATEST

From: ééééeééééeééééeeéééeéerTo: Joy White
6A Jennys Lane
eeéeééeééecéecéecée. Ravenstone
Nr Coalville
eEéééecéeééeeééeceéé. Leicestershire. LE67 2AP

I will/will not be attending the Remembrance Weekend at Burleigh Court 7/8 Nov 09.

I owi |1 be accompanied by éééééééecéeéeécececeéééecéeéé

I will/will not be attending the Annual General Meeting.

| will/will not be attending t he Buffet Meal on Sat 7 Nov 09. Pl ec
I will/will not be attending the Church Service at Woodhouse on Sun 8 Nov 09. | will be

accompanied by éééeééeéeééeéé.. Wheelchair access is/

| will/will not be attending the SundayLunch after the service. Pl ease |

EVENING BUFFET

(A cheque for £17.50 made payable to Mr R J White or Mrs M J White to be forwarded with
your return)

The Buffet will consist of
Salads: Crisp romaine lettuce, grilled pancetta, parmesan shavings, ciabatta
Croutons and a Caesar dressing
Lincolnshire sausage and roasted pepper salad in barbecue sauce
Oriental noodle and vegetable salad in light soy dressing
Hot:  Classic beef lasagne al forno
Roasted vegetable and wholemeal pasta bake with spinach and
mascarpone
Cod: A selection of smoked fish and seafo
Dessert: Fresh fruit salad

Coffee/Tea as required.

SUNDAY LUNCH

Choose from a selection of cold starters, soup, roasts and hot dishes plus tempting desserts
including their traditional Ahomemaded hot puddin
under 12 years at £7.45 and under 5 years free.

Pl ease | et t he Secretary know i f V 0 ucanadbe &rangadt endi n
for us. Also note that you pay on the day. If you book, and then decide to cancel, please do so
before the day.




BRANCH MEMBERBRAIFUJNNGO 20009

STEPH HARRIS over Netheravon

DENNIS WEIR with TERCIA RITCHIE and LOZ HILL, Lincoln 10K RUN
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